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FOREWORD 
Congratulations! By entering the Monash Law Students’ Society Paper and Oral Competition, you have 
gained the opportunity to apply the legal knowledge you have developed throughout your degree in a 
practical environment. The Paper and Oral Competition is a particularly exciting and prestigious 
competition to enter – not only is it the second time that the Monash Law Students’ Society is running the 
competition but, more importantly, the winner will be the first choice candidate for selection to compete in 
the 2011 National Paper Presentation Final run by the Australian Law Students’ Association (ALSA).  
The Paper and Oral Competition involves submitting a piece of work you have already completed as 
part of your law degree. The top essays will then pass through to the Oral stage of the competition, during which you will present a 15 minute discourse on the subject matter of your written piece to a panel of judges.  
The competition is an invaluable opportunity to develop skills, such as: an ability to clearly identify 
important and relevant legal issues, structure a clear and strong argument and to engage an audience. It is 
also a fantastic opportunity to voice your opinion and acquire a greater knowledge of contentious issues in a certain area of the law.   
We hope that the competition will prove to be a worthwhile experience for all participants. 
We wish all competitors every success. 
Amelia Hughes
Vice-President (Competitions) 
Ryan Crouch

Christopher Hey

Georgina Hoy

Siu-Mei Lim

Jack Naughton

Karina Skourletos
Competitions Officers 
CONTACT DETAILS 
Email: competitions@monashlss.asn.au 
LSS Office Ph: 9905 3398 
www.monashlss.com
A member of the competitions portfolio will be available in the LSS Office throughout the entire 
competition. If you have any questions or concerns relating to the competition, please do not hesitate to 
contact any of us.  If we are unavailable, please leave a message on our notice board and we will contact 
you as quickly as possible. 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
The Monash Law Student’s Society would like to acknowledge the generous assistance given by members 
of the legal profession who continue to invest considerable time to judge all the LSS Competitions. 
COMPETITION STRUCTURE 
Information Session:  Tuesday 4 May. Venue: TBC. Updates will be posted on the LSS website.
Essays Due by 5pm on Thursday the 29th of July (Week 2.) 
Finalists Announced: Friday the 13th of August (Week 4) 
Grand Final Oral Presentation: 5:30pm on Wednesday the 18th of August (Week 5) 
The Paper and Oral Competition involves submitting a piece of work you have already submitted as 
part of your law degree. The type of written work that can be submitted ranges from an essay completed in one of your first year law subjects to one from one of your final year electives. The choice is yours.  The two main requirements are that firstly, your essay scored at least 70% when originally marked and secondly, it must be between 3000 and 5000 words in length.  
Once you have submitted your piece, a panel of judges will re-assess it, based on criteria specific to this competition.  The judges will not be informed of the original mark awarded to the piece. The top essays will then be chosen to go through to the ground final.   
Those chosen to compete in the Grand Final must present a 15-minute presentation to the panel of judges, 
identifying the key arguments contained in the piece and explaining the subject matter of the written piece of work. The presentation should be well structured and the audience, who may only have a limited knowledge of the topic, should be able to follow your presentation relatively easily. As such, you should not merely read the essay nor should you focus predominately on complicated and technical points. You are strongly encouraged to use visual aids (eg. Powerpoint slides). This presentation will be followed by five minutes of questioning time by both the judging panel and audience members. 
Plagiarism  
Please make sure you observe the law faculty policy on plagiarism. If it is discovered that any part of your 
letter has been plagiarised, you will be eliminated from the competition and will face further penalties. 
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
Marks will be allocated as follows: 
Part One: Paper 
- Thought and content—10 marks 
- Structure and organization—10 marks 
- Research skills—5 marks 
- Expression and style—10 marks 
- Effectiveness of paper—15 marks 
Part Two: Oral  
- Organization—10 marks 
- Delivery—15 marks 
- Body language—5 marks 
- Audience awareness—5 marks 
- Presentation effectiveness—15 marks 
Total Available Marks 100 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
Criteria for entering? 
To enter the P&O competition you simply have to resubmit a law essay, which you received a 
grade of at least 70% for. The additional requirement is that the essay is between 3000 and 5000 words. 
It can be any essay from first year up until final year. This can include court reports, case summaries etc. 
Although, you need to keep in mind that you will be competing against a considerable number of people who received high marks for their essays, so choose the work you submit carefully. You want to submit something that you feel will stand out in front of the panel of judges. Secondly, if you are a finalist you will be required to present a 15 minute discourse on the essay, so choose an essay and a subject matter that you feel confident to talk about and that you think will captivate the attention of the audience. 
Can the essay that you hand in be edited or does it need to be the original? 
We expect that the essay handed in is a copy of the final version originally submitted and not one that has been edited since it was submitted. We require all essays to have achieved a grade of at least 70%. However, you don’t need to worry about giving us a copy with annotations or with the marking sheet 
attached. 
Where do I submit the essay for Paper & Oral? 
Email a copy to lss.competitions.submissions@gmail.com by the due date – Thursday 29th July 5pm.  Please make the subject of the email ‘Paper and Oral competition- (your name)’. Please note that your name does not appear on the actual essay. In addition, you must fill out an entry form online by 5pm on Thursday the 29th of July or your written work will not be judged. 
Can more than one paper be submitted? 
No, you can only submit one paper. Choose whichever essay you think is best and which you feel most 
confident to present an oral discourse on. 
What do we do after submitting an essay? 
ALL essays will be read by judges. We will contact the finalists by Friday 13th August.  If you are selected as a finalist you will have five days to prepare an oral presentation, which you will be required to present at the Grand Final on Wednesday 18th August.  You will present your discourse to a panel of three judges and an audience, who have no prior knowledge of your essay topic. As such, you will need to ensure that you explain the essay in a manner that is easily understood. There will then be 5 minutes of questions from the judges and audience members at the end. 
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